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BCHNV BRISTLECONE CHAPTER 
 

Minutes of General Membership  
Meeting 

 

May 6, 2017 
 

 

Board Members Present: Mark Fowle (President), Patti Kern (Vice-President), Elaine 

McPherson (Treasurer), Karen Harry (Secretary), Leslie Johnstone (Director), Diana Kelley 

(Director), and James Sage (Director)  

 

Board Members Absent: Sherry Jensen (Director) 

 

Members Present: Sandy Allen, Larry Dunn, Karen Donnahie, Debbie Lund, and Randy Lund 

 

President’s Report: Mark Fowle reported on the proposal to have the Executive Board meet on 

the second Tuesday of every odd month (February, April, June, August, October, and 

December) and to have a joint Executive Board/General Membership meeting the second 

Tuesday of every even month (January, March, May, July, September, November).  All meetings 

will be held at 6:30, with the venue to be determined.    

 

Mark reported on the status of the two bylaw changes that were proposed during the last 

members’ meeting.  The first of these was a proposal to require all Executive Board members to 

require a minimum of four Executive Board meetings per year.  With our new policy of meeting 

annually, The Executive Board is now proposing that we change this to require members to 

attend 8 out of 12 meetings. The second bylaw change proposed during the previous meeting 

was to require an internal audit of the Chapter’s finances to be carried out by and signed off by 

the Treasurer and one other Board Member; to be completed by Febrary 28th of each year.  In a 

write in comment, member Keith Wheeler recommended that we change this to read that the 

audit would be carried out and signed off by two non-signator Board members.  The Executive 

Board is proposing that we make this change.  All members present concurred with these 

suggested changes, and Secretary Karen Harry will submit a new Notice of Proposed Bylaws 

Changes to the members so that these changes can be voted upon during the July members’ 

meeting. 

 

Mark reported that the grant written by Terry Jones for additional trail maintenance work on 

the Bristlecone Trail was approved; this grant is a $26,000 grant spread out over two years.  He 

also reported that we have been written into a grant received by the Friends of Nevada 
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Wilderness, and will have some trail maintenance work to be done with that group as well.  The 

Friends of Nevada Wilderness grants will provide between about $6000-$8000 to our chapter. 

 

Jim Sage proposed that to make Bristlecone Trail work project more efficient, we target and 

utilize individuals (possibly paying them) for the trail construction who have high stamina and 

strength.  He suggested that we could have a base camp at the trailhead, that had food and 

water that could be ponied to the works in the project area.  Those workers, and the working 

stock, could spend the night in the project area to maximize the amount of work that could be 

done.  Because the project area is about a 2 hour ride from where we could have the base 

camp, the workers could get more done each day and the working stock could rest overnight.  

BCHN members would lead the mules with the supplies to the workers at the project area.  

Debbie Lund stated that she works at Nellis Air Force Base, and suggested that it might be 

possible to get airmen from Nellis Air Force Base to volunteer for this work, as they need to 

have a certain number of service hours.  She agreed to check into this possibility. 

 

Mark reported that the State organization sent two representatives from Nevada chapters to 

the National Meeting that was held last month in Great Falls, Montana.  The State organization 

has asked that each chapter provide a stipend of $500 to support their attendance at that 

meeting, and we will be providing that stipend.   

 

Mark reported that the sawyer class is full and will be held on June 3-4, and that eight 

Bristlecone members have signed up for the course.   

 

Officer’s Reports:  

 

Vice President Patti Kern reported that Ashley Lee, the Outdoor Programs and Outreach 

Marketing Coordinator  for REI, is working to provide us with a Garmin that has a satellite 

communicator either for free or for a discounted price.   She also reported that REI will sponsor 

a 2-day Wilderness Medicine course in Las Vegas in December, that some of us might want to 

attend, and that Ashley Lee plans to set up an introduction between our chapter and a 

mountain biking organization in which we can cover horse etiquette on the trail and, perhaps, 

provide a packing demonstration.  Finally, she reported that May 20 is the Mt. Charleston clean 

up day. 

 

Treasurer Elaine McPherson: reported that our current balance is $8164.92.  At our last 

treasury update (in December 2016), our balance was $7575.32.  Since that time, we have had 

an income of $14,566.14 and outlays of $13,976.81.  Elaine also reported that the Mt. Lovell 

work project, to clear fallen trees from the trails, will be held on May 20. 
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Secretary Karen Harry mentioned that various members may have skills or jobs that could help 

BCHN.  After discussion, she agreed that she would send out an e-mail requesting information 

from the members about any skills that they might have that they would be willing to share 

with the chapter; this e-mail may be followed up with a letter if few people respond. 

 

Director Reports 

 

Leslie Johnstone: reported that she would be leaving Las Vegas in the fall, and that Diana Kelley 

has agreed to take over the website. 

 

Jim Sage reported that the Friends of Red Rock Canyon needs gravel hauled for work on the 

Pine Creek trail this coming Saturday (May 13).   Jim is looking for volunteers to help lead pack 

stock; even if you don’t have experience, you are encouraged to come along and learn about 

packing/obtain training.  Jim will meet volunteers at 7:00 am at the parking lot just to the south 

of the Red Rock Canyon exit. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm. 

 


