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BCHNV BRISTLECONE CHAPTER 
 

Minutes of Executive Board  
Meeting 

 

May 6, 2017 
 

 

Board Members Present: Mark Fowle (President), Patti Kern (Vice-President), Elaine 

McPherson (Treasurer), Karen Harry (Secretary), Leslie Johnstone (Director), Diana Kelley 

(Director), and James Sage (Director)  

 

Board Members Absent: Sherry Jensen (Director) 

 

The meeting was called to order at 3:40 pm.  Mark Fowle noted that we needed to do a better 

job of coordinating and consolidating our communications, so that contradictory information 

was not posted in different forums (i.e., on the website, facebook page, and e-mails).  He also 

reminded us that we needed to be careful not to post political commentaries on the website.  

Elaine reminded us that as a part of BCHA, we cannot disagree with the official positions taken 

by the national organization regarding trail access and use. 

 

 Mark stated that he believed we need to meet more often.  After discussion, we agreed that 

the Executive Board would the second Tuesday of every month.  Specifically, on odd months 

(i.e., February, April, June, August, October, and December) there will be an Executive Board 

Meeting at 6:30.  On even months (i.e., January, March, May, July, September, November) 

there will be an Executive Board and General Membership Meeting.  All meetings will be held at 

6:30, with the venue to be determined.    

 

Terry Jones has located the 500 missing trifolds containing information about our chapter; thus, 

we do not need to purchase new trifolds at this time. 

 

We have been using Elaine McPherson’s home address as our chapter address; however, she 

has moved and has a new address.  As a result, we will need to order new business cards with 

the new address on them. 

 

During the last meeting two bylaw changes were proposed.  The first of these was a proposal to 

require all Executive Board members to require a minimum of four Executive Board meetings 

per year.  With our new policy of meeting annually, Mark proposed that we change this to 
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require members to attend 8 out of 12 meetings.  All Board members present agreed with this 

change. 

 

The second bylaw change proposed during the previous meeting was to require an internal 

audit of the Chapter’s finances to be carried out by and signed off by the Treasurer and one 

other Board Member; to be completed by Febrary 28th of each year.  In a write in comment, 

member Keith Wheeler recommended that we change this to read that the audit would be 

carried out and signed off by two non-signator Board members.  All Board members present 

unanimously agreed with this recommendation. 

 

Mark reported that the grant written by Terry Jones for additional trail maintenance work on 

the Bristlecone Trail was approved; this grant is a $26,000 grant spread out over two years.  He 

also reported that we have been written into a grant received by the Friends of Nevada 

Wilderness, and will have some trail maintenance work to be done with that group as well.  The 

Friends of Nevada Wilderness grants will provide between about $6000-$8000 to our chapter. 

 

Jim Sage proposed that to make Bristlecone Trail work project more efficient, we target and 

utilize individuals (possibly paying them) for the trail construction who have high stamina and 

strength.  He suggested that we could have a base camp at the trailhead, that had food and 

water that could be ponied to the works in the project area.  Those workers, and the working 

stock, could spend the night in the project area to maximize the amount of work that could be 

done.  Because the project area is about a 2 hour ride from where we could have the base 

camp, the workers could get more done each day and the working stock could rest overnight.  

BCHN members would lead the mules with the supplies to the workers at the project area.   

 

Patti Kern reported that the Southern Nevada Mountain Bike Association was eager to work 

with us to open and maintain trails.  She also reported that Friends of Red Rock Canyon has 

organized light maintenance work crews that also want to work, and these that groups should 

be kept in mind as we plan projects. 

 

Mark reported that the State organization sent two representatives from Nevada chapters to 

the National Meeting that was held last month in Great Falls, Montana.  The State organization 

has asked that each chapter provide a stipend of $500 to support their attendance at that 

meeting; all agreed that we can provide this stipend. 

 

Mark reported that the sawyer class will be held June 3-4.  Seven people have signed up, 

including five people that have never been certified and two people (Terry Jones and Keith 

Wheeler) who will be recertified.  Elaine McPherson indicated that she would also like to 
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attend, and Mark agreed to send her the application form.  With eight people in the class it is 

now filled. 

 

Jim Sage reported that he is organizing a CPR-First Aid class to be held on May 16-17, 6-9 pm 

each night.  This first aid class will be open to any Bristlecone chapter member at no cost, and it 

will be required (unless a person is also CPR-First Aid certified) for those taking the sawyer class.   

 

Leslie Johnstone reminded everyone that she would be moving to Oregon sometime before 

Thanksgiving, and that someone else would need to take over the website at that time.  Diana 

Kelley volunteered to take on this task, and Leslie agreed to teach her what needed to be done. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 pm. 

 


